
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 
SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 27, 2019 -7 p.m. 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

Chairman Hall Healy called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
The following Task Force members were present: 
Hall Healy, Chair 
Sandy Culver 
Gray Drobny  
Dudley Onderdonk 
Larry Reilly 
Catherine Procopi 
Elsabe Schimmelpenninck van der Oye 
Ashley Kain Silver 
Jennifer Varela 
 
The following Task Force members were not present:  
Peter Mulvaney, Vice Chair 
Lisa Fremont 
 
Also present were: 
Joe Halwax, Village Trustee 
Andrew Kim, Glencoe Public Library Executive Director  
Helyn Latham, Glencoe Public Library Staff Member  
Megan Meyer, Assistant to the Village Manager  
 

2. CONSIDER THE JULY SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE MEETING MINUTES 
Upon motion made, seconded and unanimously adopted by those present, the meeting 
minutes for the July 23, 2019 meeting were approved.  

 
3. ECO-DISTRICTS NEXT STEPS 

The Task Force determined a need to develop next steps for moving the Eco-Districts 
Framework implementation process forward. Ms. Meyer reminded the Task Force that they 
had previously discussed working with staff on drafting a memo to outline an 
implementation method, to include a timeframe for implementation and measures of 
success.  
 

4. SOLAR PROGRAM UPDATE  
Ms. Meyer shared that the Village Board authorized the Village Manager to enter into a 
subscription agreement for the pilot Community Solar program discussed at the July Task 
Force meeting. With that, Ms. Meyer explained that once the agreement is executed by both 
parties, the Task Force and Village can start promoting the positive effects of offsetting a 
portion of the Village’s energy load with solar power. She also explained that the Village will 



continue to engage in the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus’ Community Solar Clearinghouse 
Solution Program, and that future opportunities to subscribe more municipal accounts to 
Community Solar facilities are anticipated.  

 
Moving to the evaluation of rooftop solar in Glencoe, the Task Force then discussed a draft 
proposal submitted by The Power Bureau, a local energy consultation firm, to develop a 
Solar Project Opportunity Assessment. The Task Force requested more information before 
moving forward with such a proposal, such as an example of a similar assessment in another 
community, the cost of an in-person presentation as well as a future discussion of whether 
an initial assessment could be conducted in-house, potentially by Task Force members. The 
Task Force also agreed that they would like more information on any costs associated with 
expanding the analysis to include local businesses. Ms. Meyer explained that more 
information can be collected, and that depending on scope, a formal request for proposals 
may be necessary should such an assessment be desired.  
 

5. STF APPRECIATION DINNER PLANNING 
Ms. Varela reminded the Task Force of the upcoming Appreciation Dinner, being hosted at 
the Glencoe Golf Course at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, September 24 (in place of the Task Force’s 
regularly scheduled monthly meeting). She explained that Task Force members are 
encouraged to bring a friend who is interested in sustainability and that attendees will be 
gifted with pebbles, painted with a green background and a star, to help display and share 
“sustainability star” pride. Ms. Schimmelpenninck van der Oye added that attendees are 
encouraged to bring their own water bottle, and Chairman Healy asked that the planners 
coordinate with Golf Club General Manager Stella Nanos to plan for a brief presentation of 
the sustainability efforts the Golf Club has undertaken.  

 
6. DISTRICT 35 NEW FAMILY ORIENTATION  

Ms. Latham explained that the Task Force has signed up to host a table at the District 35 
New Family Orientation welcome dinner, being hosted by the District 35 PTO on Tuesday, 
September 10. Mr. Drobny committed to designing a flyer to promote the Task Force and 
Ms. Varela will bring samples of products parents can purchase to help pack green-lunches. 
Ms. Latham, Ms. Varela and Mr. Drobny volunteered to staff the table that evening.  
 

7. UPDATES ON GNTF PROJECTS 
Water Conservation 
Mr. Onderdonk reported back on a recent Greenest Region Compact training that he had 
attended, explaining a matrix used by the compact members to help benchmark 
sustainability efforts across communities.  
 
Discussion then led to concerns residents have expressed with stormwater drainage relating 
to the new subdivision proposal for 1801 Green Bay Road. Mr. Healy expressed an interest in 
discussing the proposal and stormwater mitigation requirements, as well as a number of 
other sustainable considerations, with staff.  
 
Ravine Management  
Ms. Meyer committed to following up with Ms. Fremont and Public Works Director Mau on 
the next steps for planning a second ravine management workshop, to be hosted sometime 
in the fall.  
 



Plastics Reduction 
Ms. Culver explained that she, Chairman Healy, Mr. Droby and Ms. Latham had met to 
discuss plastics reduction earlier that day and that they would like to focus on reducing the 
use of plastic bags in grocery and other retail stores in Glencoe. Mr. Healy added that the 
concept could be incorporated into next steps for the Sustainable Business Recognition 
Program. Ms. Culver added that the subgroup also discussed potential next steps for setting 
up a program to encourage residents to share reusable bags. Ms. Meyer committed to 
sharing the results of the last Sustainable Business Recognition program surveys with the 
subgroup.  
 
Recycling/Composting 
In discussing the Village’s upcoming Clean Up Day, in which residents can dispose of an 
unlimited number of bulk items, the Task Force agreed to work toward planning a new 
donation and recycling drop-off day in advance of Clean Up Day to encourage residents to 
divert otherwise reusable items from the landfill. Ms. Meyer committed to discussing the 
concept with other Village staff, and Mr. Healy, Ms. Culver and Mr. Reilly committed to 
assisting with planning the event.   

 
Business Recognition 
Chairman Healy explained that he would like to begin the process of revisiting Glencoe 
businesses as part of the Sustainable Business Recognition Program. Next steps may also 
involve a follow-up survey.  
 
Print and Digital Media  
Ms. Meyer provided the Task Force with an updated list of recommended topics for the 
upcoming article submissions to the Glencoe Anchor. Members agreed to a schedule moving 
forward (to be included with forthcoming packets), with the next article being submitted by 
Ms. Culver, in conjunction with Mr. Drobny and Ms. Procopi, relating to sustainability in 
Glencoe schools.  
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 
Ms. Schimmelpenninck van der Oye reported that she and Mr. Reilly had coordinated 
drafting an update to Active Transportation Plan participants.  
 
The Task Force discussed potential ideas for how to use the rain barrels that had been 
painted at the Glencoe Festival of Art, including reaching out to District 35 to see if their 
buildings are in need of barrels.  

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME 

There were no comments from the public.  
 

10.  SUMMARIZE AND OUTLINE NEXT STEPS 
No further discussion. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
  There being no further business to come before the Sustainability Task Force, upon motion 

made, seconded and unanimously adopted by those present, the meeting was adjourned at 
9:05 p.m.  


